MONK                                       CHAP,

come upon the scene once more, and the civil power
was in league with him.

Such was the light in which Monk viewed the situa-
tion when on August 8fch his brother arrived at
Dalkeith. The general was as usual up to his eyes in
business. His ante-room was thronged with officers wait-
ing for orders, and he had to commit Nicholas to the care
of Dr. Price. The two parsons soon fraternised, Nicholas
was "bursting with his secret. The simple country rector
grew more and more nervous as the time went on. The
nearer the task of broaching the subject to his formidable
brother was approached the less he liked it. At last he
could contain himself no longer. Regardless of his oath
and GrenvihVs cautions, he blurted out his whole secret
and begged Price's assistance. The astute chaplain was
aghast at the negotiator's indiscretion, for not only had
he disclosed the western gentlemen's mission as Clarges
had authorised him, but he had let out Sir John Gren-
ville's too, Fortunately Price was a Royalist, and no harm
was done* But he warned his simple visitor of the
atmosphere in which the general was existing. It was
a miasma of distrust and suspicion which none but
" honest George " could have breathed and lived. Every
eye was watching for a sign. The slightest indiscretion
might be fatal, and absolute secrecy was a necessity.
At the same time he gave him every encouragement.
Mrs. Monk, he said, was constantly urging her husband to
make a move, and he permitted her to talk the rankest
treason every night. In her he would certainly find an
active ally, and he himself would do his best. Finally
he told him the best way to approach the general. The
soldier was not without his superstitions, and Nicholasake the Church.
